Drawing Near to God

®* Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you. James 4:8

* How are we progressing?

* What steps are we taking?

* What goals are we setting?

* Can we ever get close enough?




Drawing Near to God

* A multifaceted tas
* Through His creation —

* For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes are clearly Rom. 1:20

* The heavens declare the glory of God; And the
firmament shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day
utters speech, And night unto night reveals
knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language
Where their voice Is not heard. 4 Their line has
gone out through all the earth, And their words to
the end of the world. Ps 19:1-4

* Songs: How Great Thou Art; Our God, He is Alive
* How we pray: In everything gives thanks




Drawing Near to God

We draw near through His creation, but can’t get
to know Him until we begin to study His Word.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor
are your ways My ways, ~ says the Lord. 9 “For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are
My ways higher than your ways, And My
thoughts than your thoughts.” 1sa 55:8-9

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O
God! How great is the sum of them! 18 If |
should count them, they would be more In
number than the sand; When | awake, | am still
with You. Ps 139:17-18




Drawing Near to God

* Through His dealings with others. Have to be
careful A complicated task.

* Therefore consider the goodness and severity of
God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you,
goodness, if you continue in His goodness.
Otherwise you also will be cut off. Rom 11:22-23

* What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to
make His power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for
destruction, 23 and that He might make known the
riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which

He had prepared beforehand for glory, Rom 9:22-
24




Drawing Near to God

® ONh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and His ways past finding out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has become His counselor?” 35 “Or
who has first given to Him And it shall be
repaid to him?” 36 For of Him and through
Him and to Him are all things, to whom be
glory forever. Amen. Rom. 11:33-36

® “of” source; “through” agency “unto” purpose

® Need to be Humble; Always reassessing;

® Always regarding as Holy; Always Drawing Near




Attributes of God

* All Powerful — Omnipotence
* |s anything too hard for the Lord? Gen 18:14

* For | know that the Lord is great, And our Lord
Is above all gods. 6 Whatever the Lord pleases
He does, In heaven and In earth, In the seas
and in all deep places. Ps 135:5-6

* Now to Him who Is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works In us, 21 to
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Eph
3:20-21




Attributes of God

* Present Everywhere — Omnipresent

* Where can | go from Your Spirit? Or where can |
flee from Your presence? 8 If | ascend into
heaven, You are there; If | make my bed in Sheol,
behold, You are there. 9 If | take the wings of the
morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And
Your right hand shall hold me. 11 If [ say, “Surely
the darkness shall fall on me, *“ Even the night
shall be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness
shall not hide from You, But the night shines as
the day; The darkness and the light are both alike
to You. Ps 139:/7-12




Attributes of God

* Lord, You have searched me and known me. 2 You
know my sitting down and my rising up; You
understand my thought afar off. 3 You
comprehend my path and my lying down, And are

acquainted with all my ways. 4
word on my tongue, But beholc
know It altogether. 5 You have

For there IS not a
O Lord, You
nedged me behind

and before, And laid Your hano

upon me. 6 Such

knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, |

cannot attain 1t. Ps 139:1-6

* And there Is no creature hidden from His sight,
but all things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him to whom we must give account. Heb 4:13




Attributes of God

* “Am I a God near at hand,” says the Lord,
“And not a God afar off? 24 Can anyone
hide himself in secret places, So | shall not
see him? " says the Lord; “Do I not fill

heaven and earth?” says the Lord. Jer.
23:23-24




Attributes of God — Eternal

* 4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like
yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the
night. Ps 90:4

* But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that
with the Lord one day Is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. 2 Peter 3:8-9

* For thus says the High and Lofty One Who
Inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "'l dwell
In the high and holy place, With him who has a
contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of
the humble, And to revive the heart of the
contrite ones. Isa 57:15




