- Epicurean & Stoic Philosophers

* Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
encountered him. And some said, "What does this
babbler want to say?* Others said, "He seems to
be a proclaimer of foreign gods," because he
preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. 19
And they took him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new
doctrine is of which you speak? ...21 For all the
Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent
their time In nothing else but either to tell or to
hear some new thing. Acts 17:18-21

| ® The Germs of the Gentile Apostasy lie here!




* Stoics seek to transform destructive emotions
by Asceticism (a voluntary abstinence from
worldly pleasures). Pain and deprivation lead
to spiritual growth to conquer weaknesses

* Epicureanism claimed life was about pursuing
this world's pleasures. They only believed in a
material world, a belief which attracted the
opposition of the Stolics.

®* These two competing philosophies are
combatted in the Scriptures.




Warnings: All Philosophies

* Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy
and empty deceit, according to the tradition of
men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. Col. 2:8

® Just as the blending of the Law of Moses with
Christianity led to being severed from Christ, so
too does the blending of human philosophy with
the gospel.

®* |If we accept the value of human wisdom and
place It on equality or even above Scripture we
will be cheated of our prize.




Warnings: All Philosophies

* These people were truly converted but could not
leave their philosophies behind, or they entered
through stealth and began to teach their doctrines.

®* For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who
long ago were marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into
lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ. Jd 4




Combatting Epicureanism

* They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their
own deceptions while they feast with you, 14
having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease
from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a
heart trained in covetous practices, and are
accursed children. ... 18 For when they speak
great swelling words of emptiness, they allure
through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the
ones who have actually escaped from those who
live In error. 19 While they promise them liberty,
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by
whom a person Is overcome, by him also he Is
brought into bondage. 2Pet 2:13-14; 18-19




Combatting Stoicism

* Therefore, If you died with Christ from the basic
principles of the world, why, as though living In
the world, do you subject yourselves to
regulations — 21 "Do not touch, do not taste,
do not handle," 22 which all concern things
which perish with the using — according to the
commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These
things indeed have an appearance of wisdom In
self-imposed religion, false humility, and
neglect of the body, but are of no value against
the indulgence of the flesh. Col 2:20-23




The Growth of the Apostasy

[he history of the second century revealed

that the influences of the Israel’s Law and

Greek philosophy grew into grave

apostasies combatted by the early church
fathers.

®* We can see the germs of the battles in
Galatians, Colossians, Timothy and Titus;
and 15t Jn.




Gnostics claimed Superior Knowledge

* And hereby we know that we know him, if
we keep His commandments. 4 He that
says, | know him, and keeps not his
commandments, Is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. 1Jn. 2:3-4

® O Timothy! Guard what was committed to
your trust, avoiding the profane and idle
babble and contradictions of what Is
falsely called knowledge— 21 by professing
It some have strayed concerning the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen. 1Tim. 6:20-21




True Knowledge only i Scripture!

~* We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he
who Is not of God does not hear us. By this we
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1Jn 4:6

* Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth
In the teaching, the same hath both the Father
and the Son. 2Jn 1:9

®* The secret things belong to the LORD our God,
but those things which are revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may do all
the words of this law. Deut 29:29




Corinth 1

* And I, brethren, when | came to you, did not
come with excellence of speech or of wisdom
declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For
| determined not to know anything among
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3
| was with you In weakness, In fear, and In

much trembling. 4 And my speech and my

preaching were not with persuasive words of
numan wisdom, but in demonstration of the

Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should

not be in the wisdom of men but in the power

of God. 1 Cor 2:1-5




Corinth

* However, we speak wisdom among those
who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this
age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are
coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the
wisdom of God In a mystery, the hidden |
wisdom which God ordained before the ages
for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of
this age knew; for had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 1
Cor 2:6-8




Corinth

* Where Is the wise? Where Is the scribe?
Where Is the disputer of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
21 For since, In the wisdom of God, the
world through wisdom did not know God, It
pleased God through the foolishness of the
message preached to save those who believe.
22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek
after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and
to the Greeks foolishness, 1 Cor 1:20-24




Corinth

* For you see your calling, brethren, that not
many wise according to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God
nas chosen the foolish things of the world to

out to shame the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; 28 and the base
things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which
are not, to bring to nothing the things that are,

29 that no flesh should glory in His presence. 1
Cor 1:26-30




Corinth

* But as It Is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The
things which God has prepared for those who love
Him." 10 But God has revealed them to us
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what
man knows the things of a man except the spirit of
the man which is in him? Even so no one knows
the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the
things that have been freely given to us by God. 1
Cor 2:9-15




Corinth

* These things we also speak, not in words which
man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
14 But the natural man does not receive the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him; nor can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. 1 Cor 2:9-15




Corinth

decelve himself. If anyone
among you seems to be wise In this age, let
him become a fool that he may become
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world Is
foolishness with God. For it Is written, "He
catches the wise In their own craftiness",
20 and again, "The Lord knows the
thoughts of the wise, that they are futile."
21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For
all things are yours: 1 Cor 3:18-23




Corinth

* 6 Now these things, brethren, | have
figuratively transferred to myself and
Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in
us not to think beyond (go beyond ASV
Exceed — NASB) what Is written, that none
of you may be puffed up on behalf of one
against the other. 1Cor 4.6
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Ephesus
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* |f you instruct the brethren in these things,
you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished in the words of faith and of the
good doctrine which you have carefully
followed. 7 But reject profane and old
wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward

godliness. 1 Tim 4:6-8




Ephesus

* 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not
consent to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which accords with godliness, 4
he Is proud, knowing nothing, but Is

obsessed with disputes and arguments over
words 1 Tim 6:3




ul_’s Final Book

* 3 For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have
Itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn
their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables. 2Tim 4:3-4




* For many decelvers have gone out into the
world who do not confess Jesus Christ as
coming In the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not
lose those things we worked for, but that we
may receive a full reward. 9 Whoever
transgresses and does not abide In the doctrine
of Christ does not have God. He who abides In
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not
bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him
shares in his evil deeds. 2 John 7-11




